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paramount sovereign's recognition of young William's title to tlie
succession of the ducal tlirone.

Duke Robert then departed on a pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
from which he never returned. William completed his education
at the court of Henry I. of France, where he remained till the
Normans sent delegates to Paris to claim, him as their duke. The
king of Prance soon after invaded his dominions, but William,
assisted by B/aoul de Gale and Roger de Beaumont, bravely
defended Normandy, and displayed military genius which quickly
made him the terror of all his foes. His fortunate marriage
with Matilda, who was Henry's niece and a direct descendant
of the dukes of Normandy, greatly strengthened his cause; but
Mauger, the archbishop of Rouen, protested that the marriage
between William and Matilda was illegal, as the parties were too
nearly related, and excommunicated them. William appealed to
the pope, who nullified the archbishop's sentence, and granted a
dispensation to establish the marriage, on condition of their each
building and endowing an abbey at Caen, and founding an hospital
for the blind. These conditions were joyfully complied with; and
Matilda possessing considerable taste for architecture, took great
delight in the progress of the stately fanes of St. Stephen and the
Holy Trinity. She was a munificent patroness of the fine arts,
and afforded liberal encouragement to men of learning. Nor-
mandy, so long impoverished by foreign wars, now tasted the
blessings of repose. The domestic happiness enjoyed by William
and Matilda was very great. Shortly after their marriage he
entrusted the government of Normandy to her care, while he
crossed over to England to visit his friend and kinsman king
Edward the Confessor. King Edward received "hiTn with much
affection, and, if William's subsequent statement is to be credited,
promised to adopt "him as his successor to the throne of England.
In due time Matilda gave birth to a prince, whom William
named Robert, after his well-remembered father. Richard, William
Rufus, Cecilia, Agatha, Constance, Adela, Adelaide, and Gundred,
followed in quick succession. They were all children of beauty
and promise, and were carefully educated under their mother's
superintendence. Meantime Harold, brother to Edith, queen of
England, while on a voyage of pleasure, had been stranded by
rough weather on the coast of Ponthieu. Earl Guy, the sovereign
of that country, seized and immured him in prison, in the hope of
obtaining a large ransom. Harold's brother Tostig was married
to Judith, daughter to the earl of Flanders and sister to Matilda,
so William compelled the earl of Ponthieu to release the prisoner
and send him to Normandy, where he w^3 received with apparent